


put faster payload with a lightweight structure would produce a lighter, more
powerful 1911-style carry gun.

Building the gun was just a matter of acquiring the components and convincing
a custom gunsmith to put them together. | picked a 4.25-inch 9mm Schumann
pull barrel and had it chambered for the 357 SIG’s shouldered case. | purchased
a Caspian bar-stock slide, Heinie Slant 8 sights and internal components such
as hammers, sears, and firing pin from Cylinder & Slide. One key component
was magazines. Because the 357 SlIG cartridge begins as a necked-down 40
S&W case, all that was needed was 40 S&W single-stack magazines. Ross
Carter of Harrison, Arkansas, was the gunsmith who was talented enough and
downright curious enough to take on the project.

The resulting pistol was tested with two defense loads from Hornady and a
special load from Black Hills Ammunition that was topped with a 100-grain fran-
gible bullet. The Hornady rounds were 124-grain and 14 7-grain JHP XTP hollow
points. The frangible loads were flat top solids that are perfect for practice on
steel targets or steel target competition. From the 15-yard bench we produced
a combined-average five-shot group measuring 1.2 inches center to center for
all shots fired, all choices of ammunition. The Black Hills frangibles produced an
overall best 0.5-inch group, and the 124-grain Hornady JHP XTP rounds a best
0.8-inch group. The 124-grain Hornady ammunition also produced a whopping
510 foot-pounds of muzzle energy.

The gun proved to be a wunderkind of precise, hard-hitting power. Its recoil,
though abrupt, was over quickly. Aided by superior grip checkering, the sights
were never really moved far off target. The 4.0-pound trigger and sharply defined
sight picture added up to a shap-and-shoot scenario for each shot. The magazine
well attracts reloads like flypaper. But reliability suffered if the 9-round 40 S&W
magazines were loaded with more than 8 rounds. So, in terms of capacity, no
real advantage was gained over a standard 1911. The gun weighed in at 39.7
ounces loaded with 8+1 rounds of 124-grain ammunition, which is heavier than
the shorter-barreled Springfield Armory Champion Operator loaded to the same
capacity with 45-caliber ammunition. So, we didn’'t achieve our goal of saving
weight, elther.

Our Team Said: If we were to build another 357 SIG 1911, we think a ramped
barrel with standard rather than bull profile might save some weight. Then again,
a 5-inch-barreled model with alloy frame may also make the gun more reliable
and enable us to use the full capacity of the 9-round 40 S&W magazines. My
357 SIG Commander may have won in terms of shootability and power, but the
battle of weight vs. capacity still goes to polymer-framed guns like the Caracals.

Loaded, the Carter Custom
1911-357SI1G was heavier
than the loaded
Springfield Armory
Champion Operator.




